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   Stvolínky are a village in the Czech Lípa District, in the 
Liberec Region. First written mentioning is from the year 
1197 In the second half of the 14th century a Gothic fortifi ed 
settlement with a 10 to 12 m wide trench was built. By the 
end of this century, we have the fi rst mentioting of th All Saints 
Church and a nearby castle, Ronov. In 1505 this settlement 
became a town. In the 16th and 17th century biggest changes 
where done. This town became an important market place, 
it grew in it‘s numbers, there was a common hospital, castle 
Ronov was abandoned. It also gained a brewing privilege and 

a brewery was built. 
   In 1647 Stvolínky were bought by cardinal Harrach for a new 
bishoprie in Litoměřice for a sum of 53 000 golden coins. It 
was the biggest owner change that impacted the town. In the 
19th century the town gained it‘s own post, a telegraph, and 

later functioning waterpipes. Both WW1 and WW2 were 

diffi  cult times for Stvolínky. In the past the castle and church gave a lot to this town. It is visible even today, 
that in the past Stvolínky were a town well cared off  and frequently visited. Even in a bad state you can 
still see the frescos and decorations in the interior of the castle and church. The church still belongs to the 
Catholic Church, the castle is in the ownership of the town, since 1999. Slowly but surely there are being 
steps made to restore this castle area. Both buildings received a new roof, the walls of the inner courtyard of 

the castle were revitalised. 
   When it comes to the castle, there are longterm plans made by the city committee to repair it. Slowly but 
surely they are working on it. There‘s a distant relative of one of the previous owners that wanted to buy the 
castle, but did not succeed. He created an association which works with the town council and together they  
take care of the castle and try to bring in as many people as possible. The mayor of Stvolínky is also very 

active in this area, so this project is in capable hands. 
   The church was saved thanks to the new roof. The interior is in a bad shape. There are no fl oors, decoration 
is disappearing, the furniture was taken away.  There are many obstacles of what to do with this building. 
Currently Stvolínky doesn‘t have a church, but also there is nobody who would visit it. So hence there is a big 

question in which direction to move here. 
Stvolínky have a potential to turn into a well known area, but many changes need to be done.
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