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GIVING A NEW WIND
Taking benefits of  the abandoned place left by a former fortress, the 
aim of  this project is to restore a former cemetery which is no longer 
sufficient for Lyon‘s needs. Since it is too small, the cemetery cannot 
meet the increasing demand and sensitivity of  the inhabitants for sustai-
nability in every aspect of  their everyday life, including death. Using 
aquamation, this new crematorium is giving a new wind to the Loya-
sse cemetery by introducing state-of-the-art technologies thaht are not 
producing CO2 or any other kind of  toxic wastes for the environment. 
Beyond this construction site, the project‘s wish is also to revitalize the 
link between the French metropole and its necropoles. More than two 
hundred years after the removal of  the urban graveyards of  the city, 
this project pretents to be a first step to a new consideration of  death 
in our contemporary society.
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ESSAY
Inherent elements of  its existence, the concepts of  life and death have 
always led people to question themselves about their finiteness. Adop-
ting various forms, their relationship with it constitutes an essential 
reference point for historians who consider it as a fundamental starting 
point for the study of  a civilization, a people, an era. Creating a ceme-
tery is therefore as much a question of  space as it is a question of  the 
era and its perception of  death.
 
From an abandonment of  death... 
 
Located on the Loyasse site in Lyon, this project deals with more than 
two hundred years of  the history of  French necropolises.
 
Created in 1807, the oldest cemetery still in use in Lyon is first and 
foremost a monument of  funeral architecture. Indeed, it was built in 
accordance to the requirements of  the decree-law of  June 12th 1804, 
which organised the construction of  new municipal cemeteries outside 
of  the city borders for reasons of  hygiene. Thus, this period corre-
sponds to the first break between French cities and their dead, whom 
they reject on the outskirts. Driven out of  the cities, death is no longer 
part of  the daily life of  a society that hides it.
 
From this moment on, the daily experience of  death becomes 
fewer and is gradually limited to isolated commemorations, such as 
those organized on All Saints‘ Day. The slow decline of  religious 
beliefs in the French society, notably marked in 1905 by the se-
paration of  Church and State, finally makes these moments of  co-
llective meditation increasingly rare until they almost disappear today. 
Nowadays, with the progress of  medicine, death seems preventable. 
Formerly natural, death is now only the result of  a homicide or a medi-
cal error. Unbearable and frightening, death is then confined in lifeless 
spaces more and more restricted because of  the growing urban deve-
lopment. Cremation and columbaria finally appear out of  necessity to 
save space in cities where death and life no longer seem able to cohabit.

...to a sustainable relationship of  urban space...
 
Even though the abandonment of  death in urban space has been a 
paradigm for more than two centuries, the project for the creation of  a 
new cemetery in Loyasse nevertheless proposes to consider the coha-
bitation of  life and death in a modern city. As a support for remem-
brance, architecture remains where life ends and allows the living to 
relativize their disappearance through memory.

Shedding light on the historical cemetery of  Loyasse, this new crema-
torium brings modernity and life in this dying space, and takes benefits 
of  its proximity from touristic monuments to provide its restauration. 
Thus, it creates a master plan to combine a garden celebrating both 
life, through spaces dedicated to recreational and cultural activities, and 
death through the erection of  dedicated cinerary monuments. It also 
provides a sustanable crematorium process due to the use of  envi-
ronmental-friendly aquamation technology.
 
... to an architecture of  acceptance.
 
As concrete testimony of  a restored vision on death, the architecture 
of  the new Loyasse crematorium will be the one of  death acceptan-
ce. In a society that rejects it, the project proposes to approach this 
difficult theme from a universal point of  view. If  „everything pa-
sses and nothing remains“, the future crematorium proposes to take 
up the image of  Heraclitus‘ river in which one cannot bath twi-
ce in the same water, symbolizing the perpetuity of  life envolving. 
Entering the crematorium, visitors will first be able to take a last breath 
before starting their mourning proccess, in an open space highlighted 
by the landscape it overhangs. Once they are ready, they will be invited 
to enter the monumental space of  the staircase, which like a waterfall, 
gives rhythm to the flow of  people who are beginning their mourning 
process. 

Directly confronted to death during the ceremony, the relatives of  the 
deceased will then be led the same stairs they took before, driving them 
now to the garden of  remembrance where a path symbolizes diffe-
rent emotions they can pass through. The physical effort of  climbing 
the stairs and walking around the building resonates with the general 
mourning process of  visitors. Once the aquamation is done, the family 
members will be able to take the ashes to later spread them in a place 
of  their choice.
 
Finally, the aim of  the new Loyasse cemetery is to form a new model 
of  necropolis, responding to the social, economic and environmental 
challenges of  sustainable development in the city of  Lyon. Evolving 
with its city, its context, and its time, the oldest cemetery still in ope-
ration in Lyon is entering a new era and invites its users to reconsider 
their view of  death.
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Located on the Fourvière hill, the Loyasse cemetery is part of  the histo-
rical district of  Lyon. Indeed, it is here that prestigious roman vestiges 
have been discovered, which are the relics of  the glorious roman capital 
city of  the Roman Gaul „Lugdunum“. The most iconic testimonies of  
this former glory are undoubtedly the Roman theater, the odeon and 
the aqueduc which are all situated in the eastern part of  the hill.Catho-
lic capital city of  France, the hill gave its name to the basilica of  Notre-
-Dame de Fourvière which overhangs the city and its surroundings. 
Built in the XIXth century, it is the main lanmark of  this „praying hill“ 
representing the great spirituality of  this place covered by monastery 
and former religious institutions.

Settled in the eastern part of  the hill, the Loyasse cemetery was built 
outside of  the former fortication of  the city in 1807, according to a 
new imperial decree on burial site constructions. Due to its  prestigious 
location, it fastly became the cemetery of  the wealthy who were able 
to afford the most decorated gravestones. Quickly saturated, new ex-
tension of  the cemetery now covers the slopes of  the hill and are now 
restricted by the housing all around the cemetery.

SCHWARZPLAN

LOYASSE CEMETERY

M 1:25 000 SITUATION M 1:3 000
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LOYASSE GRAVEYARD BASILICA OF NOTRE-DAME DE FOURVIÈRE

ROMAN THEATER OF LYON CATHEDRAL OF SAINT-JEAN
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AXONOMETRY
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The objective of  this project is not only the restoration of  a his-
torical cemetery, but also to offer a funeral service in accor-
dance to the evolution of  French society. Actually, cremati-
on is on its way to become the main funeral technique in 2030. 
 
With two crematoria already in operation, the Lyon metropolitan 
area currently performs approximately 6,000 cremations per year. As 
this figure is likely to double in the next 20 years, the city must now 
face up to this issue while taking into account the environmental con-
cerns of  the population. This project therefore proposes the con-
struction of  a new type of  crematorium using ecological process. 
 
Aquamation consists of  chemical reactions used to decompose bodies in 
hot water. This technology does not create any waste, since the water ob-
tained is loaded with organic matter good for fertilization, and the bones 
are reduced to a calcium powder which could be assimilated to ashes as a 
memorial material. Nevertheless, this technology takes three times longer 
than a conventional cremation and therefore requires special sizing. This 
project therefore develops a crematorium with six aquamation „ovens“.

CONCEPT

AQUAMATORIUMS ?

GSPublisherVersion 0.0.100.100

19
85

19
80

19
75

19
70

20
50

20
45

20
40

20
35

20
30

20
25

20
20

20
15

20
10

20
05

20
00

19
95

19
90

0 %

80 %

70 %

60 %

50 %

40 %

30 %

20 %

10 %

0

16 000

14 000

12 000

10 000

8 000

6 000

4 000

2 000

UPPER PART : Pourcentage of  cremation in France.
LOWER PART: Number of  cremation per year in Lyon.

Technical floor:
• ovens
• funeral room
• coffins storage
• rest area for the workers

Ceremony floor:
• 2 ceremony halls
• officer‘s room

Second preparation floor:
• 2nd family room

First preparation floor:
• 1st family room
• 2 feneral rooms
• psychologist‘s office
• administration

Entrance floor:
• entrance hall
• panoramic garden

A VERTICAL 
MOURNING PROCESS

Workers‘ area

Public‘s area
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LONGITUDINAL SECTION M 1:200
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PLAN GROUND FLOOR

1   Entrance hall - 78 m²
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PLAN LOWER GROUND FLOOR -1

2   Funeral hall - 62 m²
3   Funeral hall - 37 m²
4   Family room - 94 m²
5   Administration office - 28 m²

M 1:200
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PLAN LOWER GROUND FLOOR -2

9   Technical balcony - 27 m²
10   Technical balcony - 40 m²
11   Bathrooms - 39 m²
12   Family room - 78 m²
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6   Administration office - 31 m²
7   Bathrooms - 39 m²
8   Psychologist‘s office - 78 m²
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PLAN LOWER GROUND FLOOR -3 M 1:200
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PLAN LOWER GROUND FLOOR -4
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13   Ceremony hall - 127 m²
14   Ceremony hall - 146 m²
15   Technical storage - 39 m²
16   Bathrooms - 39 m²

17   Officer‘s room - 29 m²
18   Officer‘s room - 21 m²

19   Worker‘s bathroom - 54 m²
20   Worker‘s rest area - 74 m²
21   Workshop for green spaces - 47 m²
22   Room of  ovens - 92 m²

23   Room of  chemicals - 57 m²
24   Coffin storage - 60 m²
25   Temporary collombarium - 14 m²
26   Funeral room - 62 m²
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ELEVATION
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As already mentioned, this project‘s major concern is to find a new ba-
lance between life and death in contemporary society. Indeed, the con-
struction of  the Loyasse cemetery is the direct consequence of  the society 
point of  view on death at that time. Perceived as unclean, death was then 
synonymous with disease and was therefore pushed out of  the city cen-
ters by the construction of  new cemeteries outside the urban boundaries.  
 
Today, surrounded by the city that has developed around it, the ceme-
tery is accidentally found in the city that did not foresee its integration 
in itself. Thus, in order to rehabilitate this precious space within the 
tourist district of  La Fournière, the construction of  this crematorium 
could allow the densification of  the historic Loyasse cemetery and the 
elimination of  its extensions, which could be then used as a panora-
mic public garden (1) and a public park linking the emblematic 
monuments of  the historic district (2). As a connection between the-
se two lively public spaces, a garden of  memories would finally be de-
dicated the commemoration of  the deceased and death would become 
an everyday step, an everyday subject that no one would be afraid of.

AND THEN ?

AN NEW CEMETERY

M 1:3 000

The Gallo-Roman Museum
The Roman theater
The Odeon theater

The Fourvière basilica
The metallic tower of  Lyon

1500

The center of  
the 5th district of  Lyon

The Albert Camus school
The Saint-Just highschool
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AUTHOR‘S REPORT
Located in an extraordinary panoramic site, the crematorium offers 
through its windows several views of  the city of  Lyon in full efferves-
cence. The progression of  visitors in the building makes them adopt 
different visions of  life to bring them to take a step back on death. 
Thus, by feeling part of  a group, the loneliness linked to the loss of  a 
loved one would be minimized. Contemplation of  the city would thus 
be a therapy for mourning and a proposal to better accept death in our 
contemporary society. To lead to this contempwwwlation, the mate-
riality of  the crematorium would so be as neutral as possible. Under-
ground, this hiden architecture fades away to let the landscape fully 
express itself. 

Responding to the different dimensions of  the openings, the various 
heights of  the rooms will create a progression in the mourning process 
of  visitors. Thus, visitors, first led to a triple-height waiting room, will 
then enter in double-height ceremony halls. Afterwards, all their circu-
lation would be carried out in single-height spaces driving them outside 
of  the crematorium. From the heaving atmosphere of  the first spa-
ce they entered, the visitors will then reach smaller and warmer place 
through the ceremony. From uncomfortables feelings,  grieving leads 
you finally to the interior peace.
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