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THE PUBLIC SPACE

FIRST LIFE, THEN SPACES, THEN BUILDINGS. THE OTHER WAY ROUND NEVER WORKS. - JAN GEHL

PUBLIC SPACE IS HEART AND SOUL OF A CITY, THE

ESSENCE OF A HABITAT. IF NOT DESIGNED WITHUTMOST

SENSITIVITY, IT CANKILL THE LIFE OF A NEIGHBORHOOD,

SOMETHING WHAT IS HAPPENING WITH THE

UNFORTUNATE HLOUBETIN SQUARE. THE SUBSEQUENT

PROPOSAL IS AMODEST APPROACH TO INTERVENING THE ABOVE ILLUSTRATIONIS THE
AUTHOR'S IMAGINATION OF AN
AND DESIGNING THE SAME. ACTIVE PUBLIC SPACE.



SITE ANALYSIS

T0ZLICN

T0 CERNY MOST

METRO LINK AGE EXIXTING SQUARE

EXISTING BULDING

HLOUBETIN SQUARE IS LOCATED INHLOBETIN, PRAGUE 9, RIGHT AT
THE EXIT OF METRO STATION, OF THE SAME NAME ON LINE B. THERE
ARE TWO MAN DIVISIONS, THE NORTH AND THE SOUTH. WHLLE
NORTH SOMEHOW WORKS, HAS A DECENT LINKAGE WITH METRO
AND PROMOTES A FEW ACTIVITIES, THE SOUTH IS NOWHERE
CLOSE. ITIS PRIMARILY USED BY THE RESIDENTS, WHO CROSS THE
UNDERPASS, SOLELY TO REACH THEIR HOUSES.

BRIEF HSTORY

VETISKOVO SQUARE WAS FOUND IN'1972. T WAS THE NODE THAT LINKED
THE NORTH AND THE SOUTH. IN 1990, IT WAS DECLARED THAT THE PUBLIC
SPACE NEITHER FUNCTIONS NOR DESIGNED AS A SQUARE AND HENCE THE
NAME WAS REVOKED. SINCE THEN IT IS JUST UNOFFICIALLY CALLED AS
HLOUBETIN SQUARE.

CONNECTIVITY

THE SITE SITSNEXT TOPODEBRADSKA STREET ANDIS WELL CONNECTED
WITHREST OF THE CITY BY TRAMS 16, 25, 92 ANDBUSES 94, 110, 141,258,
BESIDES. IT SITS RIGHT NEXT TO THE METRO LINE B.

CONTEXT

THE HISTORY OF HLOUBETIN VILLAGE GOES BACK AS FAR AS THE
13TH CENTURY, [T WAS ANNEXED TO PRAGUE MAIN CITY ONLY IN 1922.
AROUND 12,000 PEOPLE LIVE IN A ROGH AREA OF 5.5 SCKM . THE AREA
IS WELL CONNECTED BY TRAMS SINCE 1970S AND LINE B SINCE 1990.
THE SURROUNDING MOSTLY CONSISTS OF 4-12 HOUSING ESTATES,
FROM THE 19605, VERY SIMPLISTC AND FUNCTIONAL BLOCKS, BULT
PREDOMINANTLY FOR SMALL TO LARGE FAMLIES,

EXISTING SCENARIO

I VVALKING TRAL
B CYCLINGROUTE

B PARKING
PEDFSTRIAN MOVEMENT
PRIMARY ISSUES
PUBLIC SPACE CONNECTIVITY SPECIAL NEFDS DIVERSITY
SECONDARY ISSUES
SAFETY Fap VARETY AMENTES



SITE ANALYSIS

DEVELOPMENT CONTROL DETAILS OF FUNCTIONS
SITE AREA 16274 Left Wing Area
- AREA EXCLUDING HOUSING 4350 Penny I\/Iarke.t . 732
g AREA UNDER BUILD INTERVENTION 11924 Lobby and Circulation 150
:z‘( GROUND COVER (%) 60 7154 m——— —
w eska Posta .
Z E/':é NO OF FLOORS 1218 — KB Bank ATN 3.5
: Second Hand Store 67.5
Teta 67.5
Laundry 67.5
Ceska Sporitelna 135
Textile Store 67.5
EXISTING FUNCTIONS Ground Floor Ty P Siorg 675
Bakery 67.5
Pharmacy 67.5
E!ementray Schhol 1349 Lobby and Circulation ]135
Library 135 Mini Store 253
Retail 3117.5 All In One Store 253
EXISTING : —
PROGRAM Service Provision 1069.5
F&B 420
Lobby and Circulation |637.5
Pepco 732
Total 6724.5 Lobby and Circulation |150
Kitchen Shop 67.5
Food Shop 67.5
Stationary 67.5
Uniga 67.5
Pet Shop 67.5
Cosmetic Shop 67.5
First Floor  [Ceska Pojistovna 67.5
Optics 135
Clocks, Jwellery 67.5
Studio Anika 67.5
Bulgarian Shop 67.5
Nail Studio 67.5
Library 135
Laundromat 135
Lobby and Circulation ]67.5
Dental Centre 366
Real Estate 366
Lobby and Circulation ]150
Second Floor Elementary School 1345
Lobby and Circulation 67.5
SHADOW ANALYSIS
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HLOUBETIN AND THE
FUTURE

THE AM OF THE PROJECT IS TOINTERVENE THE TRAFFIC ISLAND OF HLOUBE TIN SQUARE, TREAT IT AS THE MAIN
NODE OF THE RESIDENTS, WHO NOW DEPEND ON CERNY MOST FOR MOST OF THEIR NEEDS. A NEW SQUARE
COMPLEX 1S PROPOSED TO ENHANCE ACTIVITY, VISBILITY, CONNECTMITY AND LIVEABILITY FOR THE RESDENTS
OF SDLISTE HLOUBETINBY,

THE DESIGN PROCESS IS CARRIED OUT BY IDENITIFYING ISSUES OF THE SITE [TSELF AND THE SURROUNDING,
PROPOSE AN INTERACTIVE GROUND LEVEL PUBLIC SPACE AND FURTHER DEVELOPING THE UPPER FLOORS TO
SUFFIGE EXISTING AS WELL AS SUPPORTIVE FUNCTIONS FOR THE SUBSEQUENT GROUND LEVEL.



PLANNING PROGESS

EXISTING SITE SITUATION

INSCRIBING CIRCULATION

EXISTING WALKING TRAIL (AS/IPPRAHA)
EXISTING CYCLE ROUTE (AS/PPRAHA)
EXISTING PARKING

EXISTING PEDESTRIAN MOVEMENT
INTENDED PEDESTRIAN MOVEMENT

PROPOSED EXTENDED CYCLE ROUTE
EXISTING VEW LINE
PROPOSED VIEW

PROPOSED PEDESTRIAN MOVEMENT

ADDITION OF FLOATING FLOOR

PROPOSED VIEW

ADDING FACADE

ADDITION OF GROUND MASS

ADDING OF EXTENDED FLOCR PLATE



AREA AND CGIRCULATION

ACHVE FAR AND COVERAGE

_ [SITE AREA 16274
£ |AREA OF HOUSING 4350
3 PRIMARY CIRCULATION STRATEGY : SMPLE MOVEMENT
2 [AREA UNDER BUILD INTERVENTION 11924
= |GROUND COVER (%) 53%
2 [MaxNO OF FLOORS 45
2 |FAR ACHIEVED 118 |0.84
ACHEVED AREA (FLOOR WISE)
LOWER GROUND FLOOR 550 JRITER
GROUD FLOOR 2050
FIRST FLOOR 2500
SECOND FLOOR 2430
LOBBY AND CIRCULATION 2500
TOTAL WITHOUT PARKING 10030
BASEMENT (lower ground) 1600 LOWER GROUNDLEVE
BASEMENT 1600
TOTAL 13230
ACHEVED AREA (FLNCTION WISE) GROUND LEVEL
Elementray Schhol 2030
Library 1200
PRPOPOSED Retail + Service 4000
PROGRAM |- 0
Parking 3200
Lobby and Circulation 2700 27% FRSTLEVEL
Total witout parking 10030 0.84
PARKING PROPOSAL
REQUIRED PARKING Parking / area Visitor Non Visitor
Library 1/120 SQM 10 2 8
School 1/300 SQM 7 2 5 SECONDLEVEL
Commercial 1[40SQM 123 12 110
TOTAL 139 16 123
PROPOSED PARKING 149 15 134
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MASSING STRATEGY

______________________________________________

THE TERRACE LEVEL HAS CONTROLLED ENTRY
OURING SCHOOL GPERATIONAL HOURS. THERE
IS ALSO PROVISION OF SLIDE FOLD PARTITION
S0 THE TERRACE CAN BE HEATED DURNG
WINTERS

LIGHTWELL-JUMP BOX-SOUND BUFFER

SCHOOL LEVEL
--------------------------------------- SHOPS
SHOPS
ALL ROUND THE YEAR PLAYGROUND FOR SCHOOL - - - === === === === =< - smoee e m e oo
SCHEMATIC SECTION OF SCHOOL-RETALL
PRIMARY VERTICAL TRANSPORTATION - BM STARGASE -+ - == === = === = s cem e m oo
________________________________ ACCESSBLE ROOF ABOVE SCHOOL
--------------------------------------------------------------------- WINTER GARDEN
______________________ DOUBLE HEIGHT READING SPACE
E ................................................. TERRACE GARDEN AT SCHOOL LEVEL
T
SCHEMATIC SECTION OF TERRACE GARDEN
— s TOTRAMS / BUSES
GHOPS = = = - e e e e e — TOSUBWAY
RAMP TO ACCESS RESIDENCES FROM SUBWAY STATION === == === === =22 e e e e m oo e oo e oem oo SLHEVATIC SELTINOF ERTRY PASSACE
PRIMARY MASS
PARTIALLY CONNECTED RESIDENTIAL GREEN
FLOATING WALKWAYS
.................. TOSUBWAY
SUNKEN PUBLIC SPACE
SCHEMATIC SECTION OF SQUARE
22 23



FACADE STRATEGY

NON PARAMETRIC INTERVENTION

PARAMETRIC INTERVENTION

TRIANGULATED PANELS

24

GRD SREICPURAMETRIC INTERVENTION

ELEMENTARY SCHOOOL

LIBRARY

TRANSLATION ONFACADE

DEVELOPMENT OF SECTION AS / FUNGTIONS AND HUMAN NEEDS

TRANSLATION OF SECTIONS ONTC FACADE GRID

GENERATING CURVE FOR PARAMETER FROM ENHANCED SECTIONS

25



VIEW OF THE TERRACE - WINTER GARDEN

VISUALSA TIONS

THE FACT THAT THE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL IS NEEDED AT THE SITE CALLS FOR MANY ACTION. THERE IS NO CONTROLLED OPEN SPACE FOR CHILDREN TO MOVE AROUND,
AND THEY MOSTLY STAY WITHN FOUR WALLS. THE BULDING TERRACE IS DESIGNED FOR MULTIPLE USE. IT ACTS AS A PARTIALLY OPEN PLAYGROUND FOR THE KIDS OF THE
ADJACENT ELEMENTARY ACHOOL.IT CAN ALTERNATIVELY CONVERT TO A WINTER GARDEN, SO THAT THE CHILDREN CAN IMAGINE WITHOUT CONSTRAINTS. DURING THE NON-
OPERATIONAL HOURS, IT1S GPEN UP FOR REGULAR PUBLIC, ACCESIBLE FROM THE MAIN STARCASE.
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VIEW FROM THE PEDESTRIAN RAMP

THE MOST IMPORTANT ASPECT OF THE DESIGNIS TOESTABLISH A CONNECTION BETWEEN THE SUBWAY TUNNEL AND THE RESIDENTIAL NEIGHBORHOOD. [T HAS BEEN SOLVED BY PROVIDING A SEAMLESS PATH CONNECTION THE UNDERGROUND WITH A DRAMATIC RAMPINTEGRATED IN A PUBLIC SPACE. IT LETS PEGPLE OF ALL AGE GROUPS, GENDERS AND SPECIAL NEEDS TOMOVE FREELY IN THIS
SPINE. THE ABOVE ILLUSTRATIONIS A VIEW FROM THE ENTRANCE RAMP THAT CONNECTS THE SQUARE WITH THE SURRGUNDING NEIGHBORHOCD.
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VIEW FROM MAIN ROAD

HLOUBETIN URBANISED IN LATE 60S, WITH SIMPLE MORDERNISTIC RESIDENTIAL TOWERS RISING FROM THE GROUND. THE STREET ELEVATION HAD TO BE TREATED WITHUTMOST SENSITIVITY AND RESPECT TO THE CONTEXT. THE FORM OF THE BULOING FOLLOWS THE URBAN BLOCK. ALTHOUGH THE SQUARE SIDE FAGADE JUGGLES WITH THE FUNCTIONS HOUSED INSIDE, THE ROAD SIDE ELEVATION
S SIMPLE, AND FOLLOWS ADJACENT MODERN ERA BULDINGS. THIS ALSO SUPPORTS SIGNAGE AND ADVERTISEMENTS FOR THE RETAIL INSIDE, A PRIVILEDGE THAT THEY ALREADY ENJOY.
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SUMMER VIEW FROM UNDER THE BRIRDGE

THE CENTRAL SQUARE IS AHUB OF ACTIVITES.ITIS ASSISTED BY SEVERAL SEATING SPACES, F&B OUTLETS, DALY, GREEN PATCHES AND OBSTRUCTION FREE AREA. THE SUBSEQUENT VEW IS A SUMMER AFTERNOON WITH A CONCERT GOING ON. FOR SUCH OCCASIONS THE SQUARE CAN ACCOMODATE AS MANY AS 2500-3000 PEOPLE. OTHER SUMMER ACTIVITIES LIKE OPEN AR CINEMA, SMALL
SPORTS EVENTS, BOARD GAME NIGHTS AND BIRTHDAY PARTEES ARE ENCOURAGED AND SUFFICED FOR.
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WINTER VIEW FROM UNDER THE BRIDGE

SUMMER ARE NOT THE ONLY TIMES, THAT ENCOURAGES HUMAN ENGAGEMENTS. FOCUS HAS BEEN MADE TO CARRY QUT SMALL EVENTS LIKE FARMER'S MARKET, CHRISTMAS MARKET, SPORTS ACTIITIES ETC. THE ABOVE IMAGE ILLUSTRATES AN ACTIVE SPACE AT THE PEAK OF WINTER, ENGAGING DIVERSE AGE GROUPS AND GENDERS. THE PUBLIC SPACE STRIVES TO HAVE SOMETHING FOR
EVERYBODY, AND FACILITATES FOR SPECIAL NEEDS AS WELL.
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LBRARY INTERIOR

ARGHITECTURE
JRAWINGS

THEEXISTING SITEHAS A LIBRARY OF APPROX. 140 SOM. IT SITS IN A CORNER, INVISIBLE AND DARK. THE PROPOSED LIBRARY IS DESIGNED FOR ROUGHLY QUADRUPLE THE AREA.
TS PLANNED SO AS TOHAVE PLENTY OF DAYLIGHT AND VARETY OF SPACE. THERE IS NO PHYSICAL DIVISIONS, HOWEVER, ASSURANCE HAVE BEEN MADE FOR DIVERSITY
SUCH AS SILENT ZONE, WORKSTATIONS, PRIVATE NOOK, DOUBLE HEIGHT READING LOUNGES AND STORAGE, ARCHIVES ETC.
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ACCESSROAD

PEDESTRIAN AND CYCLING SPINE

GREENTERRAC
81
VISITOR PARKING
GREENTERRAC
WINTER GARDEN e
RAMP DOWN
LOWER GROUND LEVEL
-36
WALKWAY
00
RAMP DOWN TO LOWER GROUND AND SUBWAY
RESIDENTIAL GREEN
00
EXISTING RESIDENCE EXISTING RESIDENCE
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ACCESSROAD

PEDESTRIAN AND CYCLING SPINE

LGHT WeLL
ANCHOR STORE (PENNY) ANCHOR STORE (PEPCO)

NIRPAIG — o - =
05 06 -

AN STARGASE )

CAFE SHOPS SHOPS OAFE
WALKWAY
KoK
LOWER GROLND SOUARE
36
WALKWAY
0

RAMP DOWIN TO LOWER GROUND AND SUBWAY

RESIDENTIAL GREEN
00

EXISTING RESIDENCE EXISTING RESIDENCE
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SERVICES

ACCESS FROM METRO STATION

LFT LOBBY
RETAIL
PARKING 345
36
MAN STARCASE
PUBLIC SPACE KIOSKS AT LEVELS
36

RAMP UP TO GROUND LEVEL
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ELEVATIONS/SECTIONS

1:500
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ELEVATION'Y - ROAD SIDE ELEVATION

SECTION AA"- SQUARE SIDE ELEVATION

SECTION BB - LONGITUDINAL SECTION
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ELEVATIONS/SECTIONS

1:500
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EASTELEVATION

SECTIONCC" - THROUGH SCHOOL

SECTION DD - THROUGH MAIN STAIRCASE
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PRAGUE 20TH CENTURY ARCHITECTURE
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