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DIPLOMA THESIS
“VADUZ FIRE STATION”

by SIMON KOS
STUDIO Dalibor Hiavacek_Martin Cenek

FOREWORD

Why should an architect be asked to design a building that is dominated by functional correlations?
Because he is asked for added value, for the surplus.

in other words the architect contributes something that goes beyond the task.

CONCEPT
This is what Simon Kos does with his design for a new Fire Station in Vaduz.
His approach for the fire brigade plus ambulance, including the setting on site is very pragmatic, the
result is highly efficient. The demanded gym, that serves a greater public as well as the firemen is
intelligently located as part of a second building row. And then, how Simon organizes the spaces as a
setup of interactions and visual connections the building shapes itself consistently as

- anabstract mountain (surrounded by the real ones) with slopes and a peak

and
- amulti usable aggregate of spaces (from garage to sports camp to congress hall and theater
everything is possible).

Coming back to the added value, almost by itself the roof becomes a landscape and an additional
offer to the public. That is architecture. And the entrance is marked by a slightly twisted staircase at
the footage of the tower, like an umbilical cord. Therefore one cannot really be satisfied with Simon's
notion to leave the design of the parc to a landscape architect. it is the responsibility of the architect
himself to determine the program more detailed then just as parc and stage, which are no solutions
whereas the slanted situation is an immense offer (by the way: Liechtenstein needs a climbing hall
and a skater parc — looking at the tower and the roof......)
The question for materiality is answered again pragmatically but also poetically. The selected
materials reflect the regional potential in handling wood (wide span) and concrete (anchor) for
structural reasons and standardized lightweight metal for the enclosure, not overdressing what
needs to work in everyday life.
Altogether Simon Kos shows that his pragmatism and intuition correlate very well and that his Fire
Station would be an enrichment not just for the fire brigade but also for Liechtenstein's society.

AFTERWORD

Although Simon believes (according to his preface) that his project is guided by intuition and that the
process towards form recalls “informell architecture”(as related to informell art) | would rather turn
around the story and say that it is a product of analytical thinking translated into architecture —a
high class example of form follows concept.

But, who knows what came first: the chicken or the egg.................
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Pozndmka:

Oponentsky posudek zpracoval Hugo Dworzak z TU Liechtenstein. Hugo Dworzak plisobi na Lichtenstejnské
univerzité od roku 2000, v letech 2012-2016 zde ved| Fakultu architektury a izemniho rozvoje, v soucasné
dobé vede ve Vaduzu ateliér spoleéné s Biancou Béckle. V letnim semestru 2019/20 ateliér Dworzak — Béckle
spolupracoval s ateliérem Hlavdéek — Cenék. Cilem spoluprdce bylo propojit obé zemé, které sdileji spole¢nou
historii, nabidnout studentiim obou skol se vzdjemné poznat, sezndmit se z riiznymi zplisoby architektonické
vyuky, poznat jing mista, podminky a kultury. Na programu byly exkurze ve Vorarlbergu a Cechdch, spolecné
prezentace obou ateliérii a ucast pedagogti jako externich kritiki v partnerské skole.

Origindlni posudek je v anglickém jazyce, niZe predkladdme preklad do cestiny.

Diplomovy projekt ,Hasi¢ska stanice Vaduz“
Vypracoval Simon Kos
Ateliér Hlavacek — Cenék

PREDMLUVA
Proc by mél budovu, ktera je zaloZzena predevsim na funkcnich pozadavcich, navrhovat architekt? Protoze ji ma
dat pfidanou hodnotu, néco navic. Jinymi slovy, architekt dava stavbé néco, co presahuje zadani.

KONCEPT
Pfesné to se podafilo Simonu Kosovi v jeho navrhu nové pozarni stanice ve Vaduzu.
Jeho pfistup k ¢asti pro hasi¢sky sbor a zachranare je velmi pragmaticky a vysledek je vysoce funkéni.
Pozadovand, ktera slouZi $irsi vefejnosti i hasi¢lim, je chytie umisténa v zadni hmoté budovy. Simonova
organizace vnitfnich prostor je velmi zajimava, stejné jako jejich celkova dispozice. Organizacni a vizualni
propojeni jednotlivych prostor a funkci fakticky utvari konzistentni podobu celé stavby jako:

- abstraktni hory (obklopené skutecnymi horami), kterd ma sama vrcholek i svahy

a zaroven
- mnohoucelové uskupeni prostor (od gardzi, sportovnich a vycvikovych zatizeni, kongresového centra,
aZz po naptiklad divadlo — to vSe je v domé mozné).

V souvislosti s pfidanou hodnotou stoji za zminku stfecha, ktera se sama stdva krajinou, nabidnutou verejnosti
k vyuZiti. V tomto je podstata architektury. Vstup je zdlraznén lehce nato¢enym schodistém u paty véZe a
plsobi jako pupecni $ilira.
| proto neni mozné spokojit se s Simonovym rozhodnutim ponechat vlastni feseni parku na zahradnim
architektovi. Je zodpovédnosti architekta, aby definoval vyuziti, které bude detailnéjsi, nez jen pak jevisté. To
neni reseni, tim spis, Ze navrzena naklonéna rovina je obrovskou pfilezitosti. (Mimochodem, pfi pohledu na véz
a Sikmou stfechu vyvstava myslenka, Ze Lichtenstejnsko potfebuje horolezeckou halu a skatepark.)
Na otdzku materiality je odpovéd opét pragmaticka, ale zaroven i poetickd. Vybrané materialy a zachdazeni s
nimi odrazi mistni schopnosti ve zpracovani dreva (velké rozpony) a betonu (kotveni) ke konstrukénim aéeldm.
Lehky kov stavbu zakryva, aniz by prekazel kazdodenni vyuzitelnosti.
Simon Kos svym navrhem dokézal, ze jeho pragmatismus velmi dobfe koreluje s jeho intuici a jeho navrh
pozarni stanice ve Vaduzu by byl pfinosem nejen pro hasi¢sky sbor, ale celou komunitu Lichtenstejnska.

ZAVER

I kdyz Simon dle své predmluvy véfi, 7e je jeho navrh veden hlavné intuici a celkovy proces vedouci k finalni
formé se fidi ,,informelovou architekturou” (obdobou informelového uméni), pfiklanim se spis k nazoru, Ze se
jednd o vysledek analytického mysleni prevedeného do architektury — o prvotfidni priklad formy nasledujici
koncept.

Ale kdo vi, co bylo prvni: slepice nebo vejce...
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