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THESIS SUPERVISOR’S REPORT 

I. IDENTIFICATION DATA 

Thesis title:  Reconstruction Strategy and Design for Northern Saltivka, Kharkiv 
Author’s name: Kateryna Natalchuk 
Type of thesis : master 
Faculty/Institute: Faculty of Architecture (FA) 
Department: Department of Architectural Modelling 
Thesis reviewer: Prof. dr. ir. Henri Achten 
Reviewer’s department: Department of Architectural Modelling 

 
II. EVALUATION OF INDIVIDUAL CRITERIA 

Assignment extraordinarily challenging 
How demanding was the assigned project? 
Kateryna Natalchuk’s thesis project concerns architectural strategy for the reconstruction of the city district Northern 
Saltivka in Kharkiv, Ukraine. As all over Ukraine, this district has suffered massive damage due to the Russian invasion that 
is still ongoing. How can an architect then respond in a good way to conditions that are extremely volatile and with an 
unclear future? 

 
Fulfilment of assignment Choose an item. 
How well does the thesis fulfil the assigned task? Have the primary goals been achieved? Which assigned tasks have been 
incompletely covered, and which parts of the thesis are overextended? Justify your answer. 
Kateryna Natalchuk came up with an architecturally informed reconstruction strategy that can flexibly respond to a variety 
of future projections with each stage of the strategy providing urban and architectural consistent and quality solution. The 
power of her solution lies in the applicability for many more similar districts in the whole of Ukraine. 

 
Activity and independence when creating final thesis Choose an item. 
Assess whether the student had a positive approach, whether the time limits were met, whether the conception was 
regularly consulted and whether the student was well prepared for the consultations. Assess the student’s ability to work 
independently. 
It was a pleasure to work with Kateryna Natalchuk. She mostly went beyond the call of duty to produce work that went 
further than what was discussed during the consultations. This applies both to her analytical skills and architectural design 
skills. 

 
Technical level Choose an item. 
Is the thesis technically sound? How well did the student employ expertise in his/her field of study? Does the student 
explain clearly what he/she has done? 
Throughout the design process, the steps were always supported with intensive data analysis of the variations that came 
up for discussion on the table. One of the most difficult things to tackle is the uncertainty of the future where it is 
impossible to say how many people will return to the district. The proposed phased strategy can take on many different 
future options while resulting in each stage in a well-balanced urban and architectural concept. 

 
Formal level and language level, scope of thesis Choose an item. 
Are formalisms and notations used properly? Is the thesis organized in a logical way? Is the thesis sufficiently extensive? Is 
the thesis well-presented? Is the language clear and understandable? Is the English satisfactory? 
The thesis is clearly written. The material is presented in a well-structured matter. Diagrams and images are very clear. 
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Selection of sources, citation correctness Choose an item. 
Does the thesis make adequate reference to earlier work on the topic? Was the selection of sources adequate? Is the 
student’s original work clearly distinguished from earlier work in the field? Do the bibliographic citations meet the 
standards? 
Kateryna Natalchuk refers to the Kharkiv Housing Challenge initiated by the Norman Foster Foundation in collaboration 
with the Kharkiv City Council, UNECE, Arup and the Kharkivproject Institute in 2024. Most other additional sources are 
taken from the Internet.  

 
Additional commentary and evaluation (optional) 
Comment on the overall quality of the thesis, its novelty and its impact on the field, its strengths and weaknesses, the utility 
of the solution that is presented, the theoretical/formal level, the student’s skillfulness, etc. 
I see the particular strength of Kateryna Natalchuk’s project in the sensitive architectural approach which is based on a 
thorough analysis and understanding of the condition of buildings in Saltivka. The understanding gained from her strategy 
can be applied to other districts in Ukraine and is not limited to Saltivka alone. 
I also see as an additional quality that Kateryna is always ready to critically question her own assumptions. She is not 
afraid to rethink her work if she feels some aspects are not quite right or can be improved. 

 
 
 
 
 
III. OVERALL EVALUATION, QUESTIONS FOR THE PRESENTATION AND DEFENSE OF THE THESIS, SUGGESTED 
GRADE 
Summarize your opinion on the thesis and explain your final grading. 
The diploma work by Kateryna Natalchuk is an excellent example how architectural strategic thinking can be 
applied in a highly volatile situation with many uncertainties. Her strategy of selective densification that reacts on 
the concrete situation is applicable for many other districts in Ukraine. 
The grade that I award for the thesis is A - excellent.   
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