
Studio: Landscape & Architecture Z2020 
Henry Hanson & Mikael Ekegren 
 
Featuring: 

• International teaching team. 

• Collaborative workshop in Slavonice with Technical University of Graz (Austria) students and instructor. 

• Studio Topic of Winery, Vineyard and Restaurant where the design process highlights the taste of land; 
metaphorically and literally. 

• Opportunities for ATU, ATV, ATS and ATR studio assignments. 
 
Instructors: 
The combination of Henry and Mikael as studio instructors offers an international perspective on the process and execution of architecture. The 
combined experience and expertise of the instructors provide a unique combination of making architecture that is grounded in place, cultural 
context and building for the future.  
 
Henry W. A. Hanson IV, Architect, Landscape Architect, Studio Head, Lecturer 
 

  
Architecture is the art of enabling life to inhabit the places we make; purposefully, durably and beautifully (commodity firmness and delight). 
The practice of this art is fundamentally based on an understanding of the dynamics inherent in the environments where we build and the 
tectonics of what we build. In other words, synchronizing the built environment with natural phenomenon (systems).  
 
Henry is an American architect and landscape architect with 25 years of professional practice experience. He also has 30 years of teaching 
experience in the US and Czech Republic. In addition to the Faculty of Architecture at the Czech Technical University he has taught at Carnegie 
Mellon University, North Carolina State University, Architectural Institute in Prague, Czech University of Life Sciences and Technical University 
of Liberec. In addition to leading the Landscape & Architecture studio he also teaches Social Ecology, Landscape Technology and Urban 
Ecosystems.  
 

         
Pennsylvania Welcome Center, Erie County Pennsylvania: Hanson Design Group. 
The project is located adjacent to extensive vineyards and panoramic views of Lake Erie, providing inspiration for the design of a highway oriented welcome center to the State of Pennsylvania that reorients 
the traveler from the high speed of travel to an immersive experience of the local landscape. 

 

 
Mikael Ekegren, Architect & Guest Lecturer 
 

 
Architecture is about expressing ambition. If done with control and care the built environment tells a story about architects and builders having 
invested their skills to enrich the life of people. If not, it only expresses cynicism, which unfortunately is increasingly common in contemporary 
building culture. There are also projects adopting an individualistic expressive pose, closely related to those of the entertainment industry. This 
approach leads to “unsocial” buildings not being interested in visually engaging with neither their neighbours nor the landscape where they are 
situated.  



 
I believe the alternative is an approach of refining convention, to emoirically seek and improve profound qualities which have survived over 
time; quiet, robust and truly sustainable, connected to the long human experience of building. 
 
Mikael is a Swedish architect with professional experience and 8 years of teaching at Chalmers University, Gothenburg Sweden. In addition to 
Swedish, Mikael is fluent in English and German.  
 

       
 

The Studio 
This studio offers opportunities for a variety of studio types including ATU, ATV, ATS, ATR & Erasmus study. The studio topic has been 
specifically selected to provide fertile opportunities to making. We invite all students interested in learning from this international team and 
applying these principles to the enchanting context of Slavonice, Czech Republic.  
 
WORKSHOP: 
We plan to have a joint workshop with students and instructor for the Technical University of Graz from October 17 – 22nd.  
 
During this workshop we shall: 
1. Conduct an extensive visit to the Špalek winery and vineyard.  

     
Špalek winery              Špalek Vineyard 
 

2. Conduct extensive site visits in and around the town of Slavonice. 

             
Renaissance Ceiling                  Renaissance Facades                Keyhole view of nam. Míru 
 



3. Visit the workshop of a local contractor (Chadim, Stavební huť) with expertise in traditional construction. 

 
Traditional construction materials and technology 
 

4. Visit an Austrian company (Longin) that designs and builds in accordance with low energy building solutions.

     
Longin owner describing the materials and construction philosophy and methods of the company 
 

5. Developing on site design concept for the project with visioning and on site sketching of the deign proposal 

      
Institute Slavonice; Workshop ‘home base’ 

 

The Project: Winery, Vineyard & Restaurant 
 

The Location 
Slavonice is a small, historic town surrounded by surrounded by a beautiful rural landscape.  The deep and rich historic past provides the residents with a 
strong sense of identity and visitors a memorable and a bright future.  located in South central Czech Republic.  
 

  



Aerial View of historic core of Slavonice    
 

    
Obsolete JZD facility overlooking Slavonice                    The project target area on the Northern edge of Slavonice 

 
The Winery 
Wine is emblematic of places throughout Europe and the world; giving Bordeaux, Port and Champagne identity through the name and the taste of the 
wine we enjoy. Although Czech Republic is not well known globally for wine (in part because of the remarkable beer produced). However, high quality 
wine has been and is being produced in Cech Republic. The proposed winery will be based on the practices of a small family owned vineyard and seek to 
embody the character of Slavonice. We will have an extensive visit to the Špalek winery in Nový Šaldorf Sedlešovice to learn about their wine production. 
Generally, the architectural program for the winery will include all phases of the gravity production of wine, bottling and sales. 
 
The architecture of the facility shall follow the principles of the Living Building Challenge. 
 

The Vineyard and Gardens 
Slavonice has been severely impacted by collective agricultural practices of the second half of the 20th Century and subsequent corporate agriculture. The 
vineyard shall transform approximately 15 ha of land into a unique vineyard landscape character of small scale, local production. Included in this 
agricultural landscape is the production of local food to serve the restaurant component of the architectural program. The site of the land includes 
southern facing land immediately adjacent to the town within easy walking distance to the town. Approximately 12-15 ha shall be dedicated to vineyard 
and approximately 1-3 ha shall be dedicated to food production. 
 

The Restaurant 
The tasting of locally produced food is paired with wine in a restaurant that shall provide visitors to the vineyard to prepare and enjoy the flavors of the 
local landscape. The restaurant shall seat approximately 20 guests and include group food preparation and cooking as part of their visit. There shall be 
interior and exterior facilities for food preparation and consumption. The restaurant menu shall focus primarily on locally produced ingredients, 
particularly grown on site; therefore, the menu shall change with the seasons. 
 
 
 
 


