
FAKULTA ARCHITEKTURY 

Prof.dr.ir. HENRI ACHTEN 

 

 

V Praze dne 22. 9. 2019 

 

Strana 1/4 

Prof.dr.ir. HENRI ACHTEN 

THÁKUROVA 9 

16634 PRAHA 6 

THÁKUROVA 9 

166 34 PRAHA 6 

ČESKÁ REPUBLIKA 

 

+420 224 356 207 

ACHTEN@FA.CVUT.CZ 

WWW.MOLAB.EU 

 

 

Some guidelines for a research poster 
Prof.dr.ir. Henri Achten 

 

For the Week of Science and Research, PhD students prepare a poster that 

showcases their research. In this document I outline a couple of guidelines 

for a good research poster. 

 

Main function of a poster 
1. Catch the attention of a person. 

2. Communicate basic information of your research. 

3. Forward a person to more information about your research. 

 

Research poster of the Week of Science and Research 
The research poster of the Week of Science and Research is part of an 

exhibition of research posters that showcases the research done at the 

Faculty of Architecture. The audience of the exhibition are your colleagues 

and tutors of the Faculty, but also many visitors from outside the school. 

Most importantly, there is no poster session involved here where you make 

an oral explanation of the work. Thus, the poster is doing “all the work,” 

so to speak. It has to be clear by itself, also for someone who is not an 

expert. 

 

General guidelines for any poster 
The organizer of an event for which you have a poster, most likely will 

have a template that sets the basic parameters of the poster (size, font, 

font sizes, logos, and margins). If there is a template, then use it! 
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Apart from the template, a good poster follows these guidelines: 

 It should be clear what your poster is about from 3 meters away. 

 Title is short and draws interest. 

 Word count of about 300 to 800 words (depends a lot of on the type of 

research). 

 Text is clear and to the point. 

 Provide a graphic order so the viewer is visually guided by the image and 

text elements from start to end without searching the order. 

 Graphics, color and fonts support the information and are no distraction. 

 Consistent layout. 

 Includes acknowledgments, your name and institutional affiliation. 

 

A poster must present a visually clear overview of your research work. This 

has to be in such a way, that a passer-by will be attracted. A poster is 

not a copy-and-pasted research paper spread out on one large sheet of paper. 

 

Common mistakes & ways to avoid them 
 Limit the amount of text. Lots of text makes the poster look ‘grey’ and 

bland. Stick to the main message. 

 Divide the poster in columns so you avoid super wide lines of text; two 

or three columns work well. Choose a reasonably large text font; 60-80 

characters per line in a column is very readable. 

 Do not put lines between columns; let the whitespace do the work. 

 Image and table captions should not be longer/larger than the image; make 

sure to align them with their images and tables. 

 Limit the number of images and tables to the most relevant ones and try 

to make them as large as possible. 

 

Avoid imagery that does not contribute to the information, and use 

whitespace to organize the layout. 

 Background images often result in unreadable posters. 

 If the background image is important, then treat it as a separate image 

in sufficient size. 

 If the background image is not important, then do not use it at all. 
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 Colored text boxes or framed text boxes tend to look awkward. They 

emphasize the grid that structures the poster, and generally are a 

distraction. 

 Keep the color scheme of the poster simple. 

 

Grids, columns, and margins help to structure a poster. Although they are 

important, they usually work best when they are not visible. This means 

that it is better to avoid elements like colored text boxes, frame lines, 

lines between columns, and so on. Simply keeping things white between 

elements (whitespace) is much more effective. 

 No use of a grid or columns results in a chaotic layout. 

 Create a hierarchy of presented material, so that the viewer easily sees 

the order of information. 

 Paragraphs of text do not need to start with a tab; whitespace between 

paragraphs does a better job. 

 Limit the amount of font types (one for the title, and one for the rest 

of the poster). 

 

What software to use for a poster? 
Adobe InDesign and Illustrator are professional programs for quality and 

precision layout. Of the two, probably Adobe Illustrator is easier for 

poster production. 

Some people tend to choose Adobe Photoshop, because they have experience 

with it from their architecture studies. For the image graphics Photoshop 

is OK, but text editing is not easy in Photoshop. Additionally, the files 

in .PSD format are much larger than the same design in Illustrator or 

InDesign. 

Powerpoint, although easy to use, simply does not have the precision as 

InDesign, Illustrator, and Photoshop. Additionally, Powerpoint is limited 

in the maximum ‘paper size’ that can be set for the layout. The final print 

quality will not be good. 

 

NEVER make a poster in Word. 
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Finally 
It really helps to plan and determine what you want to present in a 

research poster. In many cases, it is better to limit the amount of 

material rather than try to put too much information in the poster. Options 

to limit the amount of material are: 

 Is there one specific research question that is interesting? If so, then 

focus on this question. 

 What piece of data conveys the essence of the research in the best way? 

If there is, then give prominence to this data. 

 Is it possible to substitute text with an image? Reduce text as much as 

possible. 

 

 

Prague, 22. 9. 2019 

 

 

 

Prof.dr.ir. Henri Achten 


