
Dear Ateliers; 

Thank you in advance for studying my portfolio and considering me for acceptance into your 
studio. Here is a little bit about me: 

Following my undergraduate course, I took time out from my studies to work in a variety of roles in Following my undergraduate course, I took time out from my studies to work in a variety of roles in 
order to gain real first-hand experience of different building technologies in a variety of built envi-
ronments. I learnt whilst working in different roles from general labourer to carpenter to sub-con-
tractor to main contractor to designer and co-op member. This has given me a greater insight into 
the deeper workings of the construction industry, including the value of good communication be-
tween architect, engineer, builder, planner and the wider comunity. 

In 2018 I was a founder member of a housing co-op, with a group of friends with a suitable mix of 
skills and talents, that allowed me to get back into larger design projects whilst addressing the re-
al-world housing issues that are ever worsening in London. I am the sole designer with responsi-
bility for all the architectural aspects of our competition submissions. I also came up with the 
name PØP (people over profit) - a cause I care about! So far, we have been shortlisted but yet to 
secures a site. We have been told by Tower Hamlets Council that our bids have been strong and 
that we must continue.

My experience gained by developing schemes for these small community groups of 5 to 10 dwell-
ings fired my interest in the wider ramifications of townscape and urban planning. My hope is to 
use the opportunity offered in this Masters course to delve further into that area both in terms of 
architectural imperatives but also into the psychological and political implications of developing 
much improved housing solutions on the widest stage.

An important element of my original intention to become an Architect was a long-held interest in 
sustainable building technologies. Consequently, during this time of practical experience I’ve de-
veloped my knowledge and understanding of different ecological building techniques, working with 
industry leaders on sites across London and the UK. This led to a friend and I starting a company 
called ‘Hemp Shed’ in 2017 where we designed and built carbon negative garden rooms, taking 
advantage of a hole in a growing market providing office spaces in peoples’ gardens.

When the coronavirus pandemic struck and work mobility was greatly constrained, I took the op-
portunity to work on my own house and self-build my design for a major renovation project with a 
large extension and separate garden room. Phases 1 and 2 of which are now complete with 
phase 3 on hold pending further analysis of the currently uncertain economic climate.

In 2022, I developed a design proposition for a modular carbon negative structural panel system 
made from hempcrete that should outperform others on the market maintaining breathability 
where others do not. The system has a clever locking mechanism to join panels together with 
steel poles that slot into PVC sleaving cast into the panels. This makes on-site assembly quicker 
and simpler at the same time as making the whole structure more rigid and wind resistant. My 
studies have been endorsed by Structural Engineers, but I’ve found that the testing of structural 
prototypes comes at a huge cost and am therefore currently seeking funding from various con-
struction bodies.struction bodies.

Thank you so much for taking the time to read my application, and I hope to hear from you soon.

Theo Gush

Theo Gush
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